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Grade 8  

The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students 
gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also infused through the 
requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students 
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W.8.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.  

W.8.3a 
Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view 
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically.  

W.8.3b 
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and 
reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  

W.8.3c 
Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, 
signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events.  

W.8.3d 
Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.  

W.8.3e 
Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events.  

Production and Distribution of Writing  

W.8.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  

W.8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 
standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8.)  

W.8.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
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Grade 8 

W.8.9b 

Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction and/or informational 
texts (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).  

Range of Writing  

W.8.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Grade 8 

The following standards for Grade 8 offer a focus for instruction in each year to help ensure 
that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. Students advancing 
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Grade 8 

T
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Grade 8 

L.8.4c 
Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of 
a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.  

L.8.4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).  

L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings.  

L.8.5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.  

L.8.5b Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each 
of the words.  

L.8.5c 
Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, 
resolute).  

L.8.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 


